From The Righteous Right

The Left Is About to Pay for Their Energy
Insanity!

On climate change, the Democrats face a similar dilemma, except with
politically apocalyptic consequences. Student loans are important; they
affect a lot of people. Energy is different; it affects everyone.
Skyrocketing energy prices cause widespread economic disruption. In the
extreme, they lead to starvation, heat stroke, freezing and death. It's not
a policy area you can get wrong. Yet American and global policymakers
have deliberately done just that. The left's energy policies make zero
sense.

Clean energy is a worthy goal overshadowed by lofty expectations that
outpace the pragmatism of working people. For large segments of the
left, the climate change issue has become more like a religion than a
policy debate. Pesky facts like technological limitations and costs are
thrown aside in favor of magic. "Ban fossil fuels and utopia will follow"
is essentially the mindset.

In the real world, you have to take into account technological limitations,
costs and other trade-offs. Transitioning energy production too fast can
cause real present-day harm. The rich can afford to ignore high prices,
slower economic growth and a reduction in national security.

President Joe Biden campaigned on "getting rid of" fossil fuels. If there
were economically efficient alternatives that would allow this to happen
without slamming American families and harming America's national
security, that would be a less radical thing to say. Those things do not
exist at scale today. America became energy independent during the
Trump years. This energy independence brought huge advantages. First,
America's fracking boom and the massive expansion of natural gas
production that came with it lowered carbon emissions more than any
regulation. Second, American energy independence changed the national
security dynamic with respect to huge energy-export countries in the
Middle East and Russia. Finally, the lower energy prices that followed led



to massive economic and manufacturing growth. Many dormant small
towns in America literally came alive as a result.

Throwing all this away without an adequate and, importantly, cheaper
alternative in place is almost unimaginable from a policy perspective, but
that's exactly what happened. By promoting so-called Environmental,
Social and Governance, or ESG, investment standards to choke off fossil
fuel investments, by canceling pipelines, and by limiting federal oil and
gas leasing, the left has reduced American energy production and left
America vulnerable to the rest of the world. All this has come with very
little emissions benefit to boot. It has just enabled Russia, Saudi Arabia
and others to displace American fossil fuel production with their own
foreign fossil fuel production. The result? From Biden's inauguration to
the onset of the war in Ukraine -- before the much-discussed "Putin price
spike," in other words -- American gas prices went up nearly 50%. Those
prices are up another 15% on top of that since the war began.

There have been huge technological strides in solar, wind and other
renewable power sources, but primarily due to their intermittent nature
and a still-huge gap in energy storage (battery) technology, those forms
of energy are not yet ready to make up for lost fossil fuel production
without massive extra cost.

Giving away a huge economic and national security advantage is political
malpractice. Slowing American energy production while begging the
Saudis to increase their own fossil fuel production, as Biden is doing this
week, is a botch so foreseeable it should be disqualifying for future
leadership. Energy policy under the Biden administration has been
insane. With prices booming, everyone now knows it. Those who got us
in this mess should prepare to pay a massive political price.



